
     
         

 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

SHEBOYGAN AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Sheboygan, Wisconsin 

SPECIAL SESSION MINUTES 

Tuesday, August 31, 2021 
 

 

A Special Session of the Board of Education was held on Tuesday, August 31, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. at South High School 

(Commons), 1240 Washington Avenue, Sheboygan, WI  53081. 

 

Please note that due to the precautions recommended during the current COVID-19 health emergency, some Board members 

may be participating in this Board meeting via teleconference or other remote access technology.  Members of the public who 

attend the meeting will be able to hear any open session dialogue between such members and the Board members present in the 

South High School Commons.  In addition, in the interest of social distancing recommended by health officials as well as the 

governmental limits on the size of gatherings, the District is offering audio access to the meeting via phone connection by 

calling 1-505-585-3891 with access code 802 713 561# or meet.google.com/mre-pmns-dbj at the scheduled meeting time.  

(Please be aware that a Google account is needed in order to access the meeting from this link.) 

 

 
I. President Gallianetti called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. 

 

II. Board Members Present: Mr. David Gallianetti, Dr. Susan Hein, Mr. Ryan Burg, Ms. Marcia Reinthaler, Mr. Santino 

 Laster, Ms. Kay Robbins, Ms. Rebecca Versey, Mr. Kyle Whelton, Mr. Mark Mancl 

 

III. Moved by Mr. Whelton, seconded by Mr. Burg to approve the agenda.  Motion carried 7-2 (Mancl, Versey – no) 

 

Mr. Mancl raised an objection to consideration of the question as to what prompted the Special Session.  Mr. Gallianetti 

responded that the previous week the Board had heard from twenty or so people and were unable to have any more 

discussion as the agenda was not cited for further discussion.  Two school board members felt as a board further 

discussion on masking and mitigation strategies was necessary.  Mr. Mancl noted there is nothing on the agenda that 

shows what we are taking action on with no recommendation from administration.  He takes issue with the Board taking 

a motion on community input and rather should formulate a response with regards to Covid.  There is no transparency 

especially the night before school starts.  Mr. Gallianetti noted that Mr. Mancl is assuming there will be a motion and 

that is not how a democracy works.  There have been many items on the agenda that do not have an administrative 

recommendation.  Mr. Mancl responded that the Board needs to move in a prudent order, take community input and 

process that information.  Mr. Gallianetti responded that the Board may decide that they want to think about this more 

and not take action and Mr. Mancl responded that the agenda is showing action on something that we are not indicating 

on the agenda.  He would like to have further dialogue with the Board and then go to the community, but to take action 

on this agenda is inappropriate.  Mr. Whelton commented that he finds this disingenuous and inappropriate on behalf of 

Mr. Mancl.  He added, that the numbers have changed, the recommendation has changed, and this is nothing more than 

political theatre.  Ms. Reinthaler noted that as one of the people who requested this meeting, the previous meeting 

caused pause and she wanted further discussion with board members. 

 

IV. Community Input 

 

Mr. Gallianetti provided a review of how the agenda would be followed for this evening and noted that school board 

discussion would occur after receiving community input.  He reiterated that the discussion is strictly on masks and asked 

community members who want to provide input to not stray off topic.  He asked that there are no applause and he may 

ask for hands for support for a speaker.  He added that the school board has received more communication on this topic 

than he has seen in his 19 years on the Board.  He added that if speakers continue with the same message over and over 

again, the community will need to decide how often they want to keep the message.  There were a number of questions 

by the community members in attendance with regard to the process and Mr. Gallianetti responded that the Board will 

listen to public discussion and then discuss mask requirements and mitigation strategies.   
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 Mr. Josh Evraets, 686 Wilson Ave., Cleveland, WI – This meeting should have never been held.  The Board pacified 

 parents with a false impression that they were going to give parents the right to decide.  Masking is a personal decision 

 and this is based on nothing more than feelings and who screams the loudest.  The CDC indicated measures not to be 

 effective, such as masks.  Children need to be able to read facial cues from their peers and to maintain social bonds.  

 He will not sit by while our children end up with more health issues. 

 

 Mr. Jim Van Akkeren – 432 Lincoln Ave., Sheboygan, WI – The death rate has increased due to Covid and they 

 continue to rise.  There is a trend and the number of vaccinated people in Sheboygan County has barely changed.  He 

 encouraged the Board to change their minds about masking since the facts have changed.  Universal masking will help 

 but will not solve the problem.  It takes all of us to achieve this and the Board has the responsibility to help in that 

 process. 

 

 Mr. Patrick Burke, 627 Huron Ave., Sheboygan, WI – He talked about the medical issues for his daughter and that he 

 was told to stay home if the world was not a safe place for her.  Having a child with a rare disability already isolates 

 them.  It is a small inconvenience to keep someone else alive by wearing a mask.  We all want school to remain open 

 and know the role it plays in our families.  He asked the Board to please require masking.  

 

 Ms. Julie Mavity Maddalena, 728 Oak Tree Rd., Sheboygan, WI – She thanked the school board for their service.  

 Her family is high risk and they did their best but their kids suffered academically, socially, and emotionally.  They 

 need to be in school.  If we want to keep others safe we need to wear masks.  We need to follow the evidence and not 

 popular opinion.  Her children’s safety depends on others making choices themselves.  She asked for mandated masks. 

 

 Ms. Allison Warn, 4321 Morningview Ct., Apt. J102, Sheboygan, WI – Science is not a matter of opinion.  The 

 delta variant affects children moreso than the previous.  The situation has changed and children need more protection.  

 If we do not take steps we will see children and staff in hospitals.  We are not special, it will not be different here.  

 Our local health department said all children need to be masked while indoors.  It is time for us to set our own 

 example to keep our children safely in school.  Her son needs to be in school due to his special needs.  

 

 Ms. Monica Cyr, 2522 N. 7th St., Sheboygan, WI – Her son has a significant speech delay and is in a special needs 

 class.  His school shut down longer than any other schools in the County.  She feels that he was robbed of more 

 achievement because school was shut down.  How can his progress continue if he is required to wear a mask and 

 cannot see others speak.  She fears that this meeting will change the outcome and she hopes the school board remains 

 with optional masks. 

 

 Ms. Ary Prath, 1529 South 20th St., Sheboygan, WI – It is petty of the school board to schedule this meeting the night 

 before school when she should be home getting her children ready for school.  She does not co-parent with the school 

 board.  By giving parents the option, it makes everyone happy.  The box with masks even indicates that it does not 

 protect a person from Covid. 

 

 Mr. Ryan Phipps, He is concerned about what has happened over the past two years.  The first thing a person does 

 when they approach another is smile.  We are taking away the opportunity for a person to smile.  He believes in a 

 choice according to a person’s own conscious.  His children have been home schooled and will be this year as he does 

 not trust many of the people who are running the school district. 

 

 Ms. Jill Rechtfertig, 325 Bluff Ave., Sheboygan, WI – She is in favor of the mask mandate.  Last year, it seemed to 

 work with the strategies we had in place.  This variant is more serious than last year.  We need to do everything in our 

 power to slow down the spread.  The Board has the ability and the responsibility to provide the tools to keep our 

 vulnerable students, staff, and community safe.  She supports mandating masks. 

 

 Ms. Mary Lynne Donohue, 418 St. Clair, Sheboygan, WI – Thanked the Board for their service and asked whether 

 wearing a mask is that heavy a burden versus returning to hybrid or virtual learning.  Virtual learning was worse than 

 wearing a mask.  Based on the science and spread of the disease we will be back meeting to discuss moving to virtual 

 option if the Board does not require mask mandates.  The Board has a fiduciary duty to be sure our students are using 

 the classrooms to the extent possible.   

 

 Ms. Elizabeth Hoffman, 4709 Douglas Fir Ln., Sheboygan, WI – She talked about a variety of recommendations from 

 various organizations.  The variant can spread like wild fire and can jump from person to person.  She asked the Board 

 to follow the science. 
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 Mr. Mykal Prath, 1529 S. 20th St., Sheboygan, WI – If the Board votes for a mask mandate he will take personal issue 

 with it.  He berated the Board for touching their masks and that there was a particular board member who is out and 

 about without a mask and who is now playing political theatre.  

 

 Dr. Eric Boehmer, 404 Lincoln Ave., Sheboygan, WI – He is a physician who also sent the school board several links 

 with data.  Public opinion should count to some degree but scientific data must be followed.  He is asking for people 

 to give up their right to wear a mask for the safety of the community.  He noted some pertinent organizations of which 

 he receives his information from.  He added that cleaning and sanitizers are less important and this is what the science 

 shows.  

 

 Ms. Sara Dickelman, 5634 Wind Dancer Ct., Sheboygan, WI – She opposes the mask mandate and asked if students 

 were surveyed on what they wanted.  She has asked her children and has also experienced the toll masking has taken 

 on their mental health.  We have adapted and masks take away a piece of a child’s identity.  We cannot afford to hide 

 our children’s emotions anymore.  No one is looking to take masks from people who want to wear them and the 

 District has the virtual option as a compromise.  If the school board does not put an end to their flip flopping policy 

 when will it end. 

 

 Ms. Sophia Kiesow, 5634 Wind Dancer Ct., Sheboygan, WI – She is a South High School student wo noted that the 

 majority of students agree that the mental toll of Covid has affected them.  When they are forced to wear a mask it 

 deters them from wanting to participate in extra-curricular activities as they do not want to wear them any longer than 

 necessary.  She supports returning to school with masks being optional.  Speaking on behalf of her junior class they 

 want masks to be optional.  She noted that she created a poll for students to indicate their preference and optional 

 masks far outweighs masking. 

 

 Ms. Jennifer Redell, 1622 Golf View Dr., W., Sheboygan, WI – She supports the current mask optional policy.  

 Parents are exercising their rights to make health decisions for their children.  No studies prove masks are effective.  

 Children are less likely to spread Covid and there are low death rates for children.  She added that more students died 

 from influenza and we did not mask them.  We need to consider the damage we are doing to students as a result of 

 wearing a mask.  We will never have zero cases of Covid and need to learn to live with it.  Protect those at risk – 

 anything else is child abuse. 

 

 Ms. Lorraine Greene, 2308 N. 35th St., Sheboygan, WI – She referenced the District website and our mission of how 

 we guide students.  She hopes the Board takes those words into consideration.  Waiting until the 11th hour to wait to 

 discuss this matter again is wrong.  How can we be the only district of choice who is sitting here debating what needs 

 to be done tomorrow.  When you mandate something for all, where is the choice in the District. 

 

 Ms. Dominique Lee, 625A North 8th St., Sheboygan, WI – She asked the Board to think about everyone in this 

 community as she does not believe we are serving them all.  She knows that being at the meeting puts her at risk of 

 getting Covid, but she wants her sister to have a great education as she struggled last year in the virtual setting. 

 

 Ms. Angela Ramos, 1410 Illinois Ave., Sheboygan, WI – She has four children in the District.  If the Board changes 

 their decision to mandate masks her children will not be coming to school.  She struggles with her children as a result 

 of the masks and noted that the Board is not there to see that.  The mask interferes with her job as a parent.  The kids 

 masks are not sanitary and her children are suffering mentally and physically as a result. 

 

  Ms. Vanessa Ramos, 3647 South 12th St., #8, Sheboygan, WI – Was pregnant last year and she struggled wearing a 

 mask.  Her teacher required her to wear a 3-layer medical mask which made it even more difficult for her to breath.  

 She does not think any student who is pregnant in school should have to wear a mask. 

 

 Mr. Diego Ramos, 1410 Illinois Ave., Sheboygan, WI – He is a student at Horace Mann Middle School and stated 

 that masks are not good for us – not because of the science but mentally.  Staff do not care if students are struggling 

 wearing the masks. 

 

 Mr. Mike English, 1515 Ridge Rd., Sheboygan, WI – Nothing has changed since the July decision by the Board.  Not 

 a single conclusive study shows that masks are effective.  Masks are a discomfort and distraction from learning and 

 are also causing acne, breathing problems and other bacterial issues.  Children who get Covid have little to no 

 symptoms.  He believes masks work, but only when they are worn properly. 

 

 Mr. Rob Keller, 1212 South 15th St., Sheboygan, WI – He believes many points have been made on the psychological 

 and emotional issues masks have caused our children.  He wants options and choices and to be able to choose for their 
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 children.  The Board does not take care of their children when they are sick and he does not feel it is their decision to 

 make. 

 

 Ms. Nancy Verhey, 314 Center Ave., Sheboygan, WI – Her concern is the children’s futures.  She is worried about 

 post-Covid cognitive difficulties in children and that this disease can cause neuro-inflammatory disorders and the list 

 goes on.  She also talked about other negative side effects if a child gets Covid. 

 

 Ms. Holly Raleigh, 2642 White Fox Dr., Sheboygan, WI – She has two children in the District and ask that masks 

 remain optional in school as well as school related activities.  There have been no conclusive studies to show that 

 masks do anything.  Masks will have an effect on children the longer we continue this.  The survival rate is 99.97 

 percent.  We have never reacted like this during the flu season.  Keep wearing masks – keep spreading fear.  Kids 

 should breath freely, see their friends, and see their teacher and friends faces.  Keep masks optional and leave the 

 decision to the parents. 

 

 Ms. Maeve Quinn, 310 St. Clair Ave., Sheboygan, WI – We all agree more than we disagree.  We all want in-person 

 instruction and do not like to wear a face mask.  It is the Board’s responsibility to keep everyone safe.  The numbers 

 are increasing in the community.  If we allow optional that is a dangerous practice especially with the science.  She 

 wants masks to be required. 

 

 Ms. Christina Hephner, 1610 N. 4th St., Sheboygan, WI – If our own school board and staff cannot follow the mask 

 guidelines how do they expect children to. 

 

 Mr. Bill Maass, 1329 N. 47th St., Sheboygan, WI – He talked about the process that has been used when people are 

 diagnosed with Covid which is so severe yet are sent home with no medications, etc.  He understands that people are 

 terrified but school boards are losing the war. 

 

 Ms. Julie Brahan, 3713 Highcliff Ct., Sheboygan, WI – She described her negative experience watching students and 

 staff wearing masks.  As a language teacher she understands when faces are covered children have difficulty 

 comprehending what is said.  The District has a plan in place and she does not understand why we cannot let that plan 

 in place before we talk about another one. 

 

 Ms. Heidi Boehmer, 404 Lincoln Ave., Sheboygan, WI – She referenced a number of studies and that we are talking 

 about public health policy and masks need to be required. 

 

 Mr. John Elsesser, 2319 N. 6th St., Sheboygan, WI – Provided some research with regards to masks and referenced 

 comments made by Dr. Fauci who said masks are not necessary.  If people think they are sick then they should wear a 

 mask.  

 

 Ms. Missy Schoenenberger, 1532 North Ln., Sheboygan, WI – Mask are a big deal for kids.  Does the school board 

 understand how long they are wearing masks every day?  Kids are masked for many consecutive hours, have lunch, 

 and then mask up again.  Board members did not even put their masks on until they got into the building.  Keep masks 

 optional.  

 

 Mr. Carsen (unknown), 1529 S. 20th St., Sheboygan, WI – Wants the Board to keep masks optional.  He had to wear 

 the mask during soccer and he has asthma so he struggles with it.  He is sick of getting yelled at for his mask and 

 wants them to remain optional. 

 

 Mr. Noah Seidemann, 1406 Pennsylvania Ave., Sheboygan, WI – Just make masks optional.  If kids wants to wear 

 masks they can and if they do not then they do not have to wear it.  He does not like wearing a mask at school. 

 

 Ms. Jessica Schlafke, 1116 Los Angeles, Sheboygan, WI – She feels the fear is the pressure for the Board.  Believes 

 the Board needs to go with the majority.  Kids need to be back to normal and if kids are sick they should stay home, 

 same with staff.  She fears they have already made their decision.  She also knows we are going to have cases but we 

 need to get used to it. 

 

 Ms. Kelly Brotz, 6232 Deer Path Tr., Sheboygan, WI – She talked about the health issues she has had and said last 

 year the teacher’s had to deal with the ramifications of the decisions the Board made with required masks.  No child 

 should ask to be able to breath in a classroom.  It was a very sterile environment and she cannot read her student’s 

 faces which is concerning especially with the current state of mental health.  She supports optional masking. 
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 Ms. Julie Bercham, 1429 N. 2nd St., Sheboygan, WI – Children are too young to be vaccinated.  She laid out the 

 organizations and their recommendations on indoor masking.  She would like the Board to require masks.  We are 

 fighting a global pandemic and not each other. 

 

 Mr. Todd Bassler, 715 Birch Tree Rd., Sheboygan, WI – Everyone should be proud of themselves.  He sees a 

 representation of what the Board will do tonight.  He see the Board conflicted on what the science truly is because 

 either they would all be wearing masks or they wouldn’t be.  Tonight the Board is allegedly making a choice for all 

 these people’s children that they are not making for themselves.  If it is about the science and the emergency threat to 

 our children that is great, but there has not been one additional death in this county since the inception of Covid.  If 

 you are concerned about the adults working in the school district are you going to consider mandating vaccinations 

 tonight as well?  The argument needs to be consistent.  If teachers are not mandated to be vaccinated then students 

 should not be mandated to wear masks. 

 

 Mr. Matthew Fore, 5523 Shorecrest Rd., Sheboygan, WI – Clinical data does not support masks for the general 

 public.  He outlined a study that showed no difference overall on infection rates wearing masks or not.  We have a 

 mental health crisis as a result of terrible Covid protocols.  Do not mandate masks as it does not make sense clinically 

 or for our kids. 

 

 Ms. Julie Paulson, 1512 Alabama Ave., Sheboygan, WI – She talked about how the school board and teachers have 

 helped her and her children.  She talked about her personal experience with her students and teachers at Cooper 

 Elementary School.  She supports optional masks. 

 

 Ms. Tracy Allee, 4627 W. Reineking Dr., Sheboygan, WI – She noted there are several board members who 

 previously were not masked who are now.  She wants masks to be optional.  Everyone in the community needs to 

 remain alert with Covid and if students or staff are sick they should stay home.  There is a virtual option for families.  

 St. Nick and Memorial are using regeneron and can request steroid inhalers to assist with Covid.  People need to boost 

 their immune system.  What will happen to the students who do not comply to the masking requirement if it becomes 

 mandatory and what is that going to look like? 

 

 Mr. Eric Anderson, N. 23rd St., Sheboygan, WI – We do not live in a democracy, we live in a constitutional republic.  

 No one can take our rights – this is child abuse.  We own our own bodies and what the Board is trying to do is wrong.  

 Kids’ lives are being destroyed.  We are on day 520 of flattering the curve.  Everyone has medical exemptions under 

 the governor’s orders and everyone who is afraid needs to turn off their television. 

 

 Ms. Erin Lindon, 3432 N. 48th Pl., Sheboygan, WI – She asked the Board to let her be the mom for her kids.  Her 

 children have struggled with migraines, and other issues as a result of masking.  Do not let fear control your decisions. 

 

 Mr. Scott Versey, 3431 N. 10th St., Sheboygan, WI – All of his children had Covid with minimal to practically no 

 symptoms.  The kids need to have optional masks.  His kids have asked him to keep fighting for them so they do not 

 have to wear masks.  Many parents are willing to pull their children out of the school if necessary.  Waiting until the 

 last minute to have this meeting is not very becoming of the school board. 

 

 Mr. Sean Hackney, 710 Superior Ave., Sheboygan, WI – He had no problem at the beginning with the masks because 

 we were unsure of what we were dealing with; however, as of today 370 children worldwide have died which is almost 

 statistically zero which should justify enough to have masks optional.  If people want to wear a mask – wear a mask.  

 Normal to him is letting parents make the decision on their child masking.  He wants choice. 

 

 Mr. Chad Evenson, 2204 W. Willow Creek Ln., Sheboygan, WI – He appreciates the job the Board does but he is 

 disappointed that we are here.  It is irresponsible to do this now as a result of many opinions.  He does not believe the 

 school board has the authority to make the health decision of their child.  

 

 Ms. Steafenie O’Connell, 704 Highland Terrace, Sheboygan, WI – Very disheartening to see this the night before 

 school starts.  If masks actually worked it would be a completely different situation.  She hopes to leave the decision 

 to the parents for their own kids.  No one wants their child to get sick, but it is the parent’s choice.  

 

 Mr. John McKay, 163 S. Block Ct., Sheboygan, WI – He is not here to dispute science – you can pick your science.  

 He does not want his children forced to wear a mask and would like some liabilities in place.  The Board does not 

 parent our children. 
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 Ms. Haley Stuckmann, 4116 S. 12th St., Sheboygan, WI – She took responsibility for her own health and will take care 

 of her own health period.  She would never expect anyone to wear a mask for her benefit. 

 

 Ms. Hannah Ribbens, 53 Lighthouse Ct., Sheboygan, WI – Wants universal masking as it is the most effective way of 

 protecting her health compromised child.  For masks to be most successful everyone must wear them.  She talked 

 about other sick children that are the most at-risk and asked that we look to guidance to make a decision to require 

 masking. 

 

 Ms. Abby Berlin, 1211 S. 15th St., Sheboygan, WI – He son attended for one year in the District; however, she never 

 met the principal, teachers, etc.  How are they doing IEP’s with masks on and the difficulty people have listening to 

 board members with their masks on is the exact same thing. 

 

 Mr. Randy Campbell, 2408 N. 5th St., Sheboygan, WI – Masks should be maintained as an option.  Not fair to the 

 child and detrimental to their education.  Conditions the child to accept overreach from the government.  You can find 

 anything you want to find to support your position on Google. 

 

 Ms. Laura Herzog, 2315 N. 3rd St., Sheboygan, WI – Children wearing masks is counterproductive to their education 

 ad are not clean or effective.  Teachers have a complete loss of a year because they cannot even recognize their own 

 students as they were all wearing masks.  Keep masking optional at least in high school.  People have the option if that 

 is their desire.  Extreme disappointment with the Board discussing this roughly 12 hours before the start of school.  

 Optional masking is the perfect compromise.  We must learn to live with Covid. 

 

 Mr. Jon Paul, 5332 Wild Meadow Dr., Sheboygan, WI – He asked everyone to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance in 

 honor of the 13 soldiers whose lives were lost.  The government does not grant us our constitutional rights.    

 

 Ms. Ashley Balde, 1618 S. 19th St., Sheboygan, WI – A week ago we were praising the decision of the Board, now we 

 sit here having the conversation again.  Optional masking works for everyone.  She would not hold the District liable 

 if her child got sick.  She does not want them involved in making medical decisions for her kids.   

 

 Ms. Bobbie Schneider, W1707 County Rd. J., Sheboygan, WI – If we keep bending over to these insane mandates 

 when will it end.  People have the freedom to choose not command and dictate.  Children deserve the choice and have 

 been through enough.  If you are afraid, you have the right to stay home.  We should be advocates for ways to help our 

 bodies through healthier foods and life choices.  Will not stand for a mask mandate. 

 

 Dr. Jeffrey Britton, 2810 N. 6th St., Sheboygan, WI – He is the official appointed medical director and said he 

 recommended universal masking and his position remains.  The only responsible thing from a medical standpoint he 

 can say is universal masking. 

 

 Ms. Ruth Villareal, 1406 Pennsylvania Ave., Sheboygan, WI – She is enacting her civil rights for her son under Title 

 7 of state law.  Protected is freedom of religion but she has faith stronger than religion.  She is not asking for anyone’s 

 permission on what to do with her son’s health.  She can respect science, but it does not come before her god.  Parents 

 are going to show up to school and no one is going to force them to do anything.  She said a survey should have been 

 sent out and it is ridiculous to be here the day before school. 

 

 Ms. Nancy Yusko, N6972 Riverwoods Dr., Sheboygan, WI – Asked the crowd if they want their child to learn in 

 person and if their child’s well-being negatively is impacted if no in-person learning is to occur.  It is up to the Board 

 to look at their facts to determine how they are going to keep schools open. 

 

 Ms. Becky Paasch, 1232 Franklin Dr., Sheboygan, WI – Makes a choice to not wear a mask but living in Cleveland 

 she pays high taxes in the District.  This is about freedom to wear or not wear a mask.  Either you want to be a lion or 

 a sheep.  She wears her mask when she thinks it is necessary.  The Board is the biggest sham she has seen. 

 

 Ms. Mary Michels, 1824 N. 20th St., Sheboygan, WI – Has been an educational assistant since 2003.  Part of what she 

 does is build relationships with students.  The past 18 months has been very challenging.  We have been dehumanized 

 with 18 months of uninterrupted living.  Kids lined up like inmates waiting on dots in line to get their pre-packaged 

 lunches.  Shame on all of us for letting that happen.  This is not right.  Summer school was a breath of fresh air.  We 

 need to be able to have a choice with masking.  She does believe in science by more importantly she believes in 

 personal choice. 
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 Ms. Angie Shaw, 1529 N. 24th St., Sheboygan, WI – Has one child who attends private school with no masks and 

 things are fine.  Her other two boys will not be wearing masks.  It is her choice to determine their medical history and 

 what is best for them.  She has contacted the Office of Civil Rights and noted that forcing a mask on a child will cause 

 medical issues. 

 

 Ms. Sarah Klingbile, N7456 Rangeline Rd., Sheboygan, WI – She is a South High School teacher and the SEA 

 President and asks that the Board members keep teachers in mind when making their decision. 

 

 Mr. Marku Savaglio, 2312 Pennsylvania Ave., Sheboygan, WI – His son loves his mask.  It is not that big of a deal to 

 get a mask on a kid.  He is in support of a mask mandate through the entire school. 

 

 Ms. Jen Castille, 1518 Heller Ave., Sheboygan, WI – If the scientists and doctors cannot come to an agreement on the 

 science, then why should the Board make the decision for the parents.  Why would the Board mandate our children to 

 wear masks. 

 

 Ms. Judi Pool, 18 Ashland Dr., Sheboygan, WI – She talked about county numbers with Covid whether it be illnesses 

 or deaths.  This is an adult disease, not a child disease and these are facts from our own county.  Let’s worry about our 

 county and not the rest of the world. 

 

 Ms. Tanya Schwinn, 3629 Kennedy Circle, Sheboygan, WI – Talked about her son and the difficulties he has had with 

 wearing the mask as a result of asthma.  He is excited to be in school without having to wear a mask. 

 

Mr. Gallianetti called for a recess at 9:19 p.m. 

 

Mr. Gallianetti reconvened the meeting at 9:25 p.m. 

 

 Ms. Nicole Graf, 3207 S. 17th St., Sheboygan, WI – How many took a trip this summer with thousands of people 

 around them.  She has numerous times with her family and they are not sick.  Do not infringe on her right as a parent 

 to make decisions for her children.  She finds it disheartening that she does not know what to tell her kids while 

 getting ready for school tomorrow.  Why now all of a sudden?  

 

 Ms. Jennifer Cruz, 2321 Henry St., Sheboygan, WI – Covid has impacted her family.  Her son needs to be in school to 

 be with his friends, but he also needs to be safe.  Please consider a mask mandate. 

 

 Ms. Deanna Perez (unknown), Sheboygan, WI – Best place for kids to learn is in the classroom.  She does not 

 understand why it is up for debate – require it. 

 

 Ms. Amanda Rescheske, 3422 S. 9th St., Sheboygan, WI – Wish this discussion would have been sooner.  She 

 understands both sides and asks that if we are not doing a mask mandate she would like to know what the school is 

 doing to help prevent this illness.  She is concerned that we are not implementing strategies that our county health 

 department has recommended. 

 

 Ms. Jessica Ratschlag, 2420 Camelot Blvd., Sheboygan, WI – It is all about how people take care of themselves.  

 Masks should be optional.  Her son refused to go to school because he did not want to wear a mask.  She will not 

 condition her children to think that this is okay.  Her children are speaking and masks are not an option for them. 

 

 Ms. Anna DeSantos, 3807 S. 14th St., Sheboygan, WI – Talked about her families struggle with Covid and asked why 

 there could not be two schools – one for those who want to mask and one for those who do not want to mask. 

 

 Ms. Taylor Johnston, 608 Hillside Dr., Sheboygan, WI – This is her first year teaching and she cannot wait for it to 

 begin like everyone else.  Her number one priority is to keep her students safe when they are in her care at school.  

 Students will not be made fun of whether they are masking or not. 

 

 Ms. Brittany Haddabough, 622 Pennsylvania Ave., Sheboygan, WI – She is a teacher and her job is to be inclusive.  

 Last year was probably the most difficult year for teaching but the kids came in everyday happy.  There were some 

 frustrations, absolutely.  All in all the Board and District have done a phenomenal job.  Adults need to also lead by 

 example. 

 

 Ms. Cia Vang, 5216 Wild Meadow Ct., Sheboygan, WI – She is a family medicine physician.  The pandemic is not 

 over and she is imploring the community to listen to the health care professionals.  For those who state that there is no 
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 effectiveness of masks be careful because masks are an effective mitigation strategy.  It is more tragic to see kids 

 hooked up to wires, etc., than to see them in a mask.  She supports universal masking. 

 

 Ms. Lilith Burk, 1248 Los Angeles Ave., Sheboygan, WI – Virtual school was a nightmare and her son was being 

 graded on participation only.  He has fallen further and further behind and his IEP needs are not being met.  His 

 schedule is being adjusted as a result of bussing which he will lose 100’s of minutes of instruction.  Not in favor of a 

 mask mandate. 

 

 Mr. Josh Fick, 608 S. 25th St., Sheboygan, WI – He supports optional masks.  He is making the optimal decision for 

 his kids right now, but they will not be wearing masks so the Board can decide what the punishment will be. 

 

 Ms. Andrea Barrera, 2012 N. 19th St., Sheboygan, WI – She made a choice to wear her mask an additional two weeks 

 after the mask mandate was over.  She made that decision for herself.  She ended up with Covid and no one in her 

 family got sick.  She questions how quickly this transfers.  She wants to have the ability to make the decision on 

 whether she sends her child to school or not. 

 

 Moved by Mr. Mancl, seconded by Dr. Hein to table the remainder of the Board meeting discussion to September 14, 

 2021.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion failed 3-6 (Mancl, Versey, Hein) Gallianetti, Whelton, Reinthaler, 

 Laster, Burg, Robbins – no. 

 

 Dr. Hein is concerned about the timing of this discussion with only a few hours before school starting.  She 

 appreciates all the community input; however, the Board needs more time to discuss.  Mr. Whelton added that there is 

 nothing on the table and he wants to continue the discussion.  He added that we are debating a motion in the middle of 

 community input and added that when the CDC changed their recommendation, the administration changed the 

 guidance. 

 

V. Board Discussion on District’s Mask Requirements and Mitigation Strategies 

 
 Moved by Mr. Burg, seconded by Ms. Robbins that the Sheboygan Area School District shall institute a mandatory   

 masking policy for all staff, students, and visitors for the 2021-2022 school year, regardless of vaccination status.    

 This policy may be modified to a mask optional policy by the administration if the data provided by the Wisconsin  

 Department of Health Services shows the Sheboygan Area School District is no longer in a high or substantial   

 Covid-19 transmission category for a minimum of two consecutive weeks.  If the Sheboygan Area School District is 

 in a mask optional position and the data provided by the Wisconsin Department of Health Services show that the   

 Covid-19 transmission rates have increased to a high or substantial category for a minimum of two weeks, the   

 administration will return to a mandatory masking policy, following the guidelines in the first section. 

 

 Moved by Dr. Hein to make a friendly amendment to the (presented main) motion to include that the effective date   

 to begin mandating masks to begin on Tuesday, September 7, 2021, seconded by Mr. Burg.   

 

 Mr. Gallianetti asked for a vote on the amended motion.  A roll call vote was taken and the friendly amendment   

 failed 4-5 (Reinthaler, Burg, Hein, Robbins) Mancl, Gallianetti, Whelton, Laster, Versey – no.  

 

 Moved by Dr. Hein to make a friendly amendment to the (presented main) motion to include that those who have   

 had the vaccination, masking would be optional as well as optional masking at the high school level, and a mask   

 mandate at the elementary and middle schools, seconded by Mr. Burg.   

 

 Mr. Gallianetti asked for a vote on the amended motion.  A roll call vote was taken and motion failed 4-5 

 (Gallianetti, Whelton, Burg, Robbins) Mancl, Reinthaler, Laster, Versey, Hein – no.  

 

 Mr. Burg commented that this is not easy for him to decide and noted that the number of Covid cases and infection   

 rates have since changed.  We need to look at data from our pediatricians and he has fear that the numbers from   

 other counties are going to hit our area.  This does not prevent the Board from not reviewing but gives us a standard 

 that we can look at now.  He added that this motion would be effective districtwide. 

 

 Dr. Hein is wondering how the District is going to manage this if certain schools are high, some are low, and some   

 have no problems at all.  High schools should be treated differently because students can be vaccinated. 

 

 Ms. Robbins commented that it is most important to have our kids in school full-time.  Four physicians have spoke   

 this evening as well as an email from the Aurora Clinic on universal masking.  She added that we all have our own   
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 personal decisions but that is not how the Board makes policy.  There has been a ten percent increase in less than a   

 month in Sheboygan and we are not the only school district to be changing our masking policy.   

 

 Ms. Versey said the mask versus no mask is a big issue this year.  She asked what the plan is then – when numbers   

 are higher in the City or higher in the District.  Parents need to know that no matter what schools will be open.    

 Is there a virtual option if kids are sent home on quarantine, and/or if our numbers go extremely high.  She would   

 like that the Board has some guarantee that schools are going to stay open if there is a mask mandate.  She is not in   

 favor of masks but is also concerned that numbers are going to rise and we are going to close schools.  She added   

 that if her child is sick, there is no need to go anywhere much less stand in line for a Covid test.    

 

 Mr. Harvatine responded that the mitigation strategies were outlined in July and that if a percentage of our students   

 are missing in a building the health department has the authority to recommend closing the classroom or school. We 

 would then transition either the classroom or school to virtual.  Ms. Versey commented whether that means we are   

 going to mandate masks for a what-if, if numbers go up and we have cases within the school a school or classroom 

 could close?  Dr. Hein thinks there should be an option for kids who are vaccinated.  Those who want to participate   

 without a mask the vaccination should be encouraged. 

 

 Community members are raising issue with the Board going off topic with regards to discussion of vaccinations. 

 

 Mr. Gallianetti commented that many people have said that board members are not health care professionals.  Ten   

 or eleven doctors in town are indicating the best way to ensure we keep kids in school is to do a mask mandate.  He 

 does not know how to question that.  He added that board members will have to vote their conscience.  He 

 understands that parents will have the right to change schools and we may lose some students and we may gain 

 some students.  Parents are consumers and can flip on a dime to get what they need.  He is having a hard time not 

 listening to the doctors in our community who recommend universal masking. 

 

 Ms. Reinthaler supported mask optional until she received more information and did her own research.  She has 

 listened to all of the medical information and needs to follow the science; however, there is such varying science.  

 Her concern is if we go virtual we lose everything.  This is a difficult decision but we need to know our students are 

 safe.  She supports mandatory masks. 

 

 Ms. Versey commented that if the Board is going to follow the local doctors who recommend universal masking,   

 then they need to provide the science behind it.  Perhaps a future agenda item can be the science of masking. 

 

 Mr. Mancl questioned Mr. Burg’s motion and felt it was totally inappropriate to take action on that specific motion 

 until the Board could digest it and have community input on it.  All of a sudden there are board members who are 

 wearing masks when previously they had not in the past. 

 

 Mr. Whelton commented that not one board member is a medical professional and is qualified to pass judgments on 

 the data and sound medical practices.  He talked about the doctors who submitted a letter urging the school district 

 to require mandatory masking.  He understands that no one wants to continue with this and that he is physically 

 exhausted that we are eighteen months into this and still dealing with it.  He does not want to be wearing a mask, 

 but the CDC says he should so he will.  If he has physicians staring him in the face recommending masks, he is 

 going to follow that guidance.  There are consequences for choices.  He has reservations about starting this with 

 literally less than an hour left of school to start and that parents do not have enough time.  He is willing to wait until 

 after Labor Day to enforce the mandate. 

 

 Dr. Hein is concerned about the verbiage that Mr. Burg has put together and she is not comfortable voting on this 

 now.  The timing of this is very concerning. 

 

 Mr. Gallianetti asked if we are going to be asking staff to require proof of vaccination and Dr. Hein said it would be 

 on the honor system.  She then said it would be part of the required vaccination proof when registering students. 

 

 Mr. Laster commented that he reached out to the medical professionals who speak and teach to this.  There is an 

 overwhelming underrepresented population that is not here.  It is difficult for him to hear both sides but he is not 

 seeing many of the people who need a voice.  In-person learning is the most important for all of us and for our 

 children.  He understands that this decision is difficult but we must put health at the forefront.  Decisions should be 

 made on a school-by-school basis.  Parents have to work and he had hoped for more consensus. 

 Mr. Mancl noted that both sides have made valid points, but at the end of the day this is a risk versus reward 

 analysis that the Board has to make.  No one has a mandate that they are under so why do we feel the need to have 
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 to mandate this.  The mitigation strategies did no work so well from last year so why should he have faith in them 

 this year.  He questions much of what the CDC recommends and wonders how the Board can pick and choose what 

 strategies they are going to use. 

 

 Ms. Robbins commented that people would find it less invasive to wear a mask if they got a vaccination and asked 

 if Mark is suggesting no mitigation.  Mark responded that the Board just needs to be consistent with mitigation and 

 not be selective. 

 

 Moved by Mr. Mancl, seconded by Dr. Hein to adjourn at 11:11 p.m.  Motion carried 8-1 (Gallianetti – no). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

        Seth A. Harvatine 

        Superintendent & Secretary of the Board 
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